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Reclaiming Christmas: God Calls; Mark 1:1-8

Summary

As we enter Advent, we are reminded of the importance of preparation. Reflecting on
Mark 1:1-8, we are called to be modern-day John the Baptists, preparing the way for
Jesus in our lives and communities. This involves living out our faith, sharing the good
news, and serving others. By doing so, we help others encounter the love of Christ and
make our lives a testament to His grace.

Key Verses

1. Mark 1:1-8

2. |saiah 40:3
3. Matthew 3:11

Questions
1. What does it mean to 'prepare the way of the Lord' in today's context? 2. How can we
be like John the Baptist in our daily lives? 3. What are some practical ways to share God's



grace with others during Advent? 4. How does the concept of prevenient grace influence
our understanding of God's love? 5. Can you share a time when you felt called to help
someone encounter Christ? 6. What role does community play in helping us live out our
faith? 7. How can we ensure that our lives point to Jesus rather than ourselves? 8. What
steps can we take to be more intentional in our faith journey this Advent season?

Who Was John the Baptist?

John the Baptist was a unique figure in the Bible, known for his unconventional lifestyle
and powerful message. Clothed in camel's hair and subsisting on locusts and wild honey,
John stood out in the wilderness, calling people to repentance and baptizing them in the
River Jordan. His mission was clear: to prepare the way for Jesus Christ.

How Can We Be Modern-Day John the Baptists?

In today's world, we are called to be like John the Baptist, preparing the way for Jesus in
our communities. This involves living out our faith in tangible ways, sharing the love of
Christ through our actions and words, and helping others encounter Jesus for the first
time or in a renewed way.

Life Application

This week, identify one person in your life who may need to experience the love of Christ.
Make a conscious effort to reach out to them, whether through a kind gesture, a
conversation, or an invitation to church.

Conclusion

John the Baptist's mission was to prepare the way for Jesus, and that mission continues
with us today. As we enter this Advent season, let's embrace our role in preparing the way
for Christ in our world. By living out our faith, sharing the good news, and serving others,
we can help others encounter the love of Jesus. Are you ready to take on this mission?
Let's prepare the way of the Lord together.

Key Takeaways
1. John the Baptist's role was to prepare the way for Jesus, a task we are also called to
undertake. 2. Prevenient grace is God's gift to all, and we are instruments of this grace. 3.



Our lives should point to Jesus, not ourselves. 4. Advent is a time to actively share the
love and message of Christ. 5. Community and intentionality are crucial in living out our
faith.

Day 1: Preparing the Way

Devotional: As we enter the Advent season, we are reminded of the importance of
preparation. John the Baptist's call to 'prepare the way of the Lord' is a timeless
message that resonates with us today. Just as John prepared the people for Jesus'
coming through his message of repentance and spiritual readiness, we too are called to
prepare our hearts and lives for Christ. This preparation involves reflecting Jesus' love
in our daily actions, sharing our testimonies, and seeking opportunities to serve those in
need. By doing so, we become modern-day John the Baptists, helping others encounter
Jesus through our lives.

Bible Verse: Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.' - Mark 1:3

Reflection Question: How can you prepare your heart and life to reflect Jesus' love
during this Advent season?

Quote: Prepare the way of the Lord. Make his paths straight.'

Prayer: Lord, help me to prepare my heart and life for Your coming. Guide me to reflect
Your love in my actions and to seek opportunities to serve others. Amen.

Day 2: Emulating John the Baptist

Devotional: John the Baptist's humility and dedication to his mission are qualities we
should strive to emulate. He recognized that 'the one who is more powerful than | is
coming after me,' and he was not worthy to untie the thong of Jesus' sandals. This
humility reminds us that our mission is not about us, but about pointing others to Christ.
By living out our faith with humility and dedication, we can help others see Jesus in us
and through us.

Bible Verse: The one who is more powerful than | is coming after me. | am not worthy to
stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals.' - Mark 1:7



Reflection Question: In what ways can you demonstrate humility and dedication in your
daily life to point others to Christ?

Quote: The one who is more powerful than | is coming after me. | am not worthy to
stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals.'

Prayer: Lord, grant me the humility and dedication to live out my faith in a way that
points others to You. Help me to remember that my mission is to glorify You, not
myself. Amen.

Day 3: Baptized with the Holy Spirit

Devotional: John the Baptist baptized with water, but he foretold of one who would
baptize with the Holy Spirit. This promise is fulfilled in Jesus, who offers us the gift of
the Holy Spirit to empower and guide us. As we navigate our daily lives, we can rely on
the Holy Spirit to help us live out our faith and share the love of Christ with others. The
Holy Spirit equips us to be effective witnesses and to serve others with compassion and
grace.

Bible Verse: | have baptized you with water, but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit." -
Mark 1:8

Reflection Question: How can you rely on the Holy Spirit to empower and guide you in
your daily life?

Quote: | have baptized you with water, but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.'

Prayer: Holy Spirit, fill me with Your presence and empower me to live out my faith.
Guide me in my actions and words so that | may share the love of Christ with others.
Amen.

Day 4: Being a Herald of Good News

Devotional: We are called to be heralds of God's good news, just as John the Baptist
was. This means sharing the message of Jesus' love and grace with those around us.
Our actions and words should reflect the love of Christ, making it evident to others that
we are His followers. By living out our faith authentically, we can help others come to
know and experience the love of Jesus.

Bible Verse: The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.' - Mark 1:1



Reflection Question: How can you be a herald of God's good news in your daily
interactions with others?

Quote: We are the instruments of God's grace in the world you gathered here. You are a
herald of God's good news and grace and love.'

Prayer: Lord, help me to be a herald of Your good news. May my actions and words
reflect Your love and grace, and may others come to know You through my witness.
Amen.

Day 5: Reflecting Jesus in Our Lives

Devotional: Our lives should be a reflection of Jesus' love and grace. John the Baptist's
life was a testimony to his faith, and everything he did pointed others to the Messiah.
Similarly, our behavior, mannerisms, and speech should reflect the love of Christ. By
living out our faith authentically, we can help others encounter Jesus and experience
His transformative love.

Bible Verse: John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of
repentance for the forgiveness of sins.' - Mark 1:4

Reflection Question: In what ways can your behavior, mannerisms, and speech reflect
the love of Christ to those around you?

Quote: Everything he did, including the clothes he wore, was a testimony to his faith. It
pointed others to the Messiah.'

Prayer: Lord, help me to reflect Your love and grace in all that | do. May my life be a
testimony to my faith and point others to You. Amen.
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